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1) A conversation in writing is an essay or any form of writing is an essay or any form of writing. 

Graff says to start writing just as you would start a conversation. The participants of the 

conversation are you, the author, and the intended audience. 

2) A debate is a conversation because you are trying to change your opponent’s point of view 

while telling them why your perspective is the correct one and theirs is not. While you are 

debating, you are also having a conversation. 

3) Graff says that readers often times will assume you are saying something that you are not 

because all the Academicspeak in your writing. Sometimes this and other factors such as 

overloaded paragraphs and secondary claims confuse the reader. It is a liability because that 

causes the reader to either understand or not understand what you’re trying to say. 

4) Critics are crucial because even though they “get mean and nasty”, you still need them “to help 

you clarify your claim and to indicate why what you’re saying is of interest of others besides 

yourself”. Critics will help you explain yourself better. 

5)  A meta-text is something you are trying to say. You talk about something in your essay and this 

meta-text indicates what you are not trying to say. It stands out from the rest of your essay, but 

at the same time it makes sense. I have used the meta-text strategy before. This strategy helped 

me emphasize my point and supported it as well. 

6) If you Academicspeakingly say, “The belief is unequivocal”, some readers will not recognize the 

vocabulary, but if you say, “The belief cannot be incorrect”, then it will at least make a little 

more sense to the reader. 

7)  A tip would be to have authority when you write. Say what you’re saying with confidence. State 

your beliefs not just expose your opinion, and have control over your reader. Write as if the only 

right one was you and be smart about it. 

 


